One morning, sore and angered by the Republican assault against sustainable production demonstrated by their insistence that the owners of small businesses warrant greater protection than working people in all levels and components of industry, I observed a truck driver trying to maneuver a long tractor-trailor around an intersection. This difficult task was made more difficult by the snow that further limited the width of the intersection. The driver nearly took out a fire hydrant as he made the turn. The truck was too large for that intersection, even in the best of weather conditions. Why was one person required to move such a large truck in a spot that could not handle a truck of that size? Without knowing the specific reasons, what is clear is that technology has been developed to facilitate using a single vehicle and trailor that could move up to two or even three "normal" truckloads. This then allows the employer to hire one driver rather than three.
refusal to support the social good, not a surplus) might be used to help economically burdened small employers make their workplaces ergonomically sound.
I still believe in the "hammer" of government to regulate the practice of capitalism-as an interim set of strategies during this period of existing capitalism. The businesses and their selected Congressional proxies complain that the ergonomics standard lacks consultation and support programs. Well, damn it, how about scuttling the tax cut and using some of the money instead to enhance the standard with those kinds of programs?
Sound ergonomic industrial design is a technology-forcing strategy for sustainable production. Coupled with intentions to diminish degrading environmental impacts from industrial production, ergonomic strategies can and will be the backbone of sustainable production strategies. Speed-ups and work force overtasking can result only in environmental degradation.
